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hard to persuade him to come out in the arena, but in vain. At last one day, in Darjeeling, when all argument had failed, the latter modestly insisting that public preaching was not in his line, Swamiji put forth his arms round his gurubhdi's neck and laying his head against his breast, wept like a child, saying, "Dear Haribhai, can't you see I have been laying down my life, inch by inch, in fulfilling this mission of my Master, till I am on the verge of death ! Can you merely look on and not come to my help by relieving me of a part of my great burden ?" The gurubhdi was overpowered. It was too much for the great love he bore for the leader. All hesitation went the way of the winds. Then and there he pledged, unflinchingly, to do whatever Swamiji would bid him do. So it was that when he was asked to make himself read)f for accompanying him as a teacher to the West, he took it as the Will of the Mother and resigned himself to the task with a supreme self-abandonment.
On the night of the nineteenth, a formal meeting was held at the monastery, at which the junior members presented their Superior with a parting address, as they did also to the Swami Turiyananda. The latter gave a brief reply. The Swami's own reply took the form of a short lecture on "Sannyasa: Its Ideal and Practice/* in which he insisted upon the Sanny&sin's love of death, that is to say, holding one's life as a sacrifice to the world, because then all actions would be performed selflessly and with a view to the good of others. Too high and impossible an ideal was wrong. That had been the trouble with the Buddhist and Jain reformers. Too much practicality was also wrong. The too extremes must be avoided. ''You must try to combine in your life immense idealism with immense practicality. You must be prepared to go into deep meditation now, and the next moment you must be ready to go and cultivate these fields ( Swamiji said, pointing to the meadows of the Math ). You must be prepared to explain the intricacies of the Shclstras now, and the next moment to go and sell the produce of the fields in the market--" They must remember that the aina